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French Finance and Economy Minister Bruno Le Maire welcomed the release of former
Renault boss Carlos Ghosn from jail in Japan.

"Carlos Ghosn is being released. He is a French citizen. He will be able to defend
himself with greater ease." Le Maire told Europe 1 radio.

"But my responsibility as finance and economy minister is to make sure that hundreds
of thousands of jobs at Renault and at the Renault-Nissan alliance are protected,” he
added.
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The Commerce Department said that the U.S. trade deficit surged to a 10-year high
in 2018. The trade deficit has deteriorated despite the White House's protectionist trade
policy.

The United States last year imposed tariffs on $250 billion worth of goods imported
from China, with Beijing hitting back with tariffs on $110 billion worth of American
products, including soybeans and other commodities.
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Canada has arrested Huawei’s chief financial officer in Vancouver, where she is facing
extradition to the United States on suspicion she violated U.S. sanctions against Iran.

Meng Wanzhou, who is one of the vice chairs on the Chinese company’ s board and
the daughter of company founder Ren Zhengfei, was arrested on Dec. 1, a Canadian
Justice Department spokesman said.
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South Korean National Assembly Speaker Moon Hee-sang has urged the United
States to mediate between Seoul and Tokyo.

Moon said at a meeting in the United States with U.S. Deputy Secretary of State John
Sullivan that South Korea and Japan need an intermediary as both sides have to
overcome differences by compromising to a certain extent, but they are unable to do this.

He called on the United States to act as a mediator, just as the country had done in
the past.
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